
CHAPTER VIII Continued
Not the strictest puilst on the earth

could cavil at I1I3 writing to her As-

he felt that Is fioiu his heart so he
wrote to her

My Own Joyce I am breaking my-

selfimposed resolution to tell > ou that
I am leaving England for Ai tralla on
the Condor which sails nert week I
cannot live this life any longer Do
you know I come out at night Just to
look at the house that contains you
There Is no Joy for anything and I-

am afraid of breaking down under the
train I must work sweetheart I

must do something Life Is too hard
Joyce I do not wish to see you again
If I saw you again I should never
leave you but I must hear from you to
know If you are well dearest I ought
to say to you that you should try and
forget me and be happy with some
other man but I cannot It Is tre-
mendous

¬

selfishness on my part but It
would kill me If you were to look at
another man But It Is not for that
I am writing but to tell you I am
leaving Your own ALAN

When Joyce received this letter Bhe
sat quite still for a Httlo time She
folt as If her heart must break when
she thought of Alan She knew what
his unrest meant sua knew that It It
were possible that he could lay his
head against her shoulder and feel her
handupon his brow all his troubles
would vanish But this might not he
Never again could they go through the
agony of another parting never again
would they look Into each others eyes
and see what It was costing them to
walk the path of duty the only way
for them But she she must look
upon his face again She would go
down to Southampton and then she
would try and get a glimpse of his
dear face so that she could see for
herself how he looked

She told no one of her project It
was not a wise thing to do but It was
a thing she must do

Veronica was resting In her room
the boy was with her Now she had
a nurse for him and she had a pretty
house and all comforts but she looked
more haggard than In the old days
when she eked out a miserable exist¬

ence by teaching Then there w ba
Bomethlngtoiitya for now fjie liad
notulng

She heard a tap at the door that
made her tremble Hutchinson had
been a frequent visitor lately since
she had been prosperous His visits
alwa > s left her poorer and sadder She
did not mind the money having a
childish Ignorance on the subject but
she did mind the way he spoke of
Alan She prepared herself for battle
when she heard his knock He came
in looking more bloated and excited
than ever Lately he had drank very
heavily Today he was sober enough
but he looked more angry than he had
done of late

So that fellow thinks he Is going
to elude me he said as he came Into
the room but he makes a mistake

Veronica turned pale She knew he
was speaking of Alau and that he was
threatening him

What do you mean she asked
boldly

Do you mean to say that you dont
know that that precious husband of
yours means to sail In the Condor on
Friday I dare say he wants to de-

sert
¬

you and to go off with that other
woman

Alan would not do that said Vero-

nica
¬

quickly However much he and
she suffer they will do nothing
wrong

I dare say he Is a saint sneered
Hutchinson Well he will have a
chance of going to heaven quickly for
Ive sworn to do for him and this Is-

my last chance
Veronica listened Hutchinson had

gpoken like this before and It had
come to nothing still It was possible
that he might be desperate now He
looked It and It he meant mischief
to Alan she must warn him Not a
hair of Alans dear head should fall
by this mans hand Still she knew
that she must not let Hutchinson sus-
pect

¬

that she was on the alert
So he sails on Friday she said

quietly From Southampton Is It not
He wrote to wish me goodby-

It will be a longer goodby than hs
knows of said the man Lent me
two pounds Veronica

Veronica hesitated He might bo

asking tor money In order to kill her
husband but she had often lent him
money before so she ro so Blowly and
wont to the writing table and took It
out

I suppose he has made a settlement
upon you he asked with cunning
toer And poor Veronica fulllug Into
the trap answered

Y

Then Its all riant ba ld and
went out

Veronica sprang up from her chair
the Instant the hall door clanged after
him She knew he meant mischief to
Alan She kissed her boy many many
times before giving him In charge of
his nurse She was always loth to let
him out of her sight hut today slip
almost felt as If she would never look
upon him again At the same time sho
felt strangely happy tor It seemed as-

if at last she were able to do some-
thing

¬

for Alan
Alan had takeu Ills seat in the train

without thinking much of leaving Eng-
land

¬

It had ceased to be home to
him he thought he might be happier
when he was removed from the temp-
tation

¬

of seeing Joyce and when he
might now and again hear from her
And as he sat In the corner of his car-
riage

¬

he thought he saw a familiar
figure pass It was Hutchinsons-
clouch but he did not think much
about It He pulled Ills cap over his
ejes and pretended to go to sleep
but although he kept his eyes shut no
sleep came to him Southampton it
seemed to him was soon reached He
got out of the train and began collect-
ing

¬

his belongings He was turning
to go when suddenly he heard the
sound of a report and then a womans
cry In an Instant all was commotion
A woman bad fallen close beside him

a darkhaired slight woman He
rushed forward to help her up quite
unconscious then that the shot that
had been fired was meant for him and
that the woman had Intercepted it He
had a dim Idea too that he saw
Hutchinson slipping away somewhere
but he as well as every one else was
occupied by the fallen woman

His were the arms that helped her
up and his were the eyes that recog-
nized

¬

Veronica My God he cried
And when they said Do you know
her he answered Yes and the shot
has killed her was meant for me-

He carried her to a room near and
when he laid her down she opened her
eyes and smiled I am so happy she
said BOftly Alan I never thought
to feel your arms round me again

Veronica he said remorsefully I
would gladly have given my lite It this
had not happened

their Ufa Is the Ideal life of married
people whose strong lovo for each
other Is notBtronger than their loro-
of duty and who did not scruple to
sacrifice everythjjg they loved bent
for what they knew to be right

And as for Veionicas boy ho Is like
Joyces own Indeed if anything sho
spoils him more than her own chil-
dren

¬

His mother saved your life dear
she said once In after days when
Alan expostulated with her and ho-

Is a dear boy and he Is yours so you
see I have threo of the most excellent
reasons for spoiling him

Hutchinson was never seen again
There was a hueandcry after him
but ho was never found Whether he
know that the shot meant tor Alan
had been received by Veronica no one
could tell Ho disappeared and Joyce
and Alan were glad that It should be-

so They had suffered so much that
they wanted a little peace Moat of
all they did not want revaage It was
poor Veronica who had paid the debt
and she had doneit gladly 3aylng that
It was The Only Way

The End

WINTER AMONG ICEBERQS-

An Oregonlan Says That th tfiperlflttccs
Are Not Unpleasant

James Poole formerly a Portland
real estate man has returned from the
North after two years absence a
portion of which time he was locked
In the ice on the shores of Kotzebue
sound He left here In June 1898-

on board the schooner General Mc-

Pherson Mr Pooles venture In the
north has not proved a profitable one
as he left Nome ten days before the
goldbeach excitement broke out and
has not found It convenient to return
to that point while Kotzebue ha
says has proved a delusion and a
snare About 800 adventurers wintered
at Kotzebue after the rush thither
but the place Is now deserted except
by a few hundred Eskimos whose reg-
ular

¬

winter quattera are In the shel-
tered

¬

nooks near by He says the re-

port
¬

of Kotzebues rich diggings arose
from the fact that the aborigines nao
bartered nuggets for food and cloth-
ing

¬

with the captalja of whaling ves-
sels

¬

visiting that region but the gold
evidently had been picked up on the
shores of Nome to the southward
some 500 miles He said the sensa-
tion

¬

of being Inclosed by Icebergs dur-
ing

¬

a long arctic winter was not so
unpleasant as o ne might imagine 03
the days are seldom less than six hours
long and access to th shore Is usually
easy The General JvJjphersonsjiecka

taJt h lum
land and this

gave appearance of a house
surrounded by stationary Icebergs
Further out toward the Arctic ocean
the great walls ot Ice took the ap-

pearance
¬

of windrows as the motion
of the waves piled them up In parallel
lines When the break up comes In
the spring the realdanger to shipping
Is being carried out by the floating
Islands of Ice to be crushed perhaps
between gjwat masses In motion
From his acquaintance with the Eski-
mos

¬

of that region Mr 1 Poole Judges
them to be of Chinese or Japanese
origin there being a strong resem-
blance

¬

In appearance build and lan-
guage

¬

They are peaceable and hon-
est

¬

and quite willing to act as gulden
for the whites who employed them to-

a considerable extent while prospect-
ing

¬

along the banks ot the streams
emptying Into the sound They Hvo-

by Ashing In the summer season put-
ting

¬

up large quantities of the salmon
which abound In great numbers In the
streams This dried salmon and what
grouse they manage to snare In win-
ter

¬

form the bulk of their food They
heartily relish the white mans flour
however and are willing to part with
their own product at a sacrifice In or-

der
¬

to obtain It In speaking of the
adventurers attracted to the far north
by the reports of rich gold mines Mr
Poole said the proportion ot those who
lost their lives by shipwreck hardship
and scurvy would be appalling If the
figures could ever be known Port-
land Oregonlan

m I
her thelove you darling I am dying so that

It doeu not matter and my life mado
you unhappy By dying for you I
make you and her happy It U the
only way Alan the only way

But Veronica he urged Hut
she would not let him speak

I dont think I have long dear Let
me die like this In your arms my head
upon your shoulder so You think
Im pretty still dont you What was
I saying Oh that It will not matter
except for the boy But I know you
and she will be good to him I should
have liked to have seen him Just once
again You know Hutchinson swore
he would be revenged on you and so-

I followed htm and when he flred at
you I threw myself between I was
so happy Alan dear The happiest
moment of my life was when I felt
that I might die for you

Veronica he said touched to the
heart I dont deserve It Indeed I-

dont
You see she went on I made

you bo unhappy by living It Is the
only way

And when the doctor came a few mo-

ments
¬

after Alan could see there was
no hope The bullet had pierced her
side and she was bleeding Internally
She fell Into a state of semlconacious
ness but towards midnight she
opened her eyes suddenly

Kiss me Alan she said and love
my boy

And whilst his lips touched hers her
spirit passed away

Joyce waiting at the docks for a
glimpse of the man she loved saw the
great vessel glide out to sea without
him Somothlng must have happened
to delay him she thpught Full of fear
and anxiety she returned home won-

dering
¬

what had detained him but
the next day she had a telegram with
these words Veronica died last night
I am coming at once And then ane
knew that something serious had oc-

curred
¬

Alau came to her chastened grey
haired but still Alan And when he
told her the simple touching story of
poor Veronicas selfsacrifice and death
they wopt together And Joyce re-

solved
¬

then and there to be a good and
loving mothor to Alan and Veronicas
boy which vow she nobly kept In-

deed
¬

there was nothing stepmotherly
about Joyce and sho could say truly
that she had had nothing but pity tor
poor Voronlca even whilst she woo
keeping Alan and herself Apart

Alan lost no time In rourrylng Joyce
again They had suffered bo much
he Bald tliern wns noneed to pro-

long
¬

their sultorlng Now Indeed

Robert or George
The legitimist Jacobite league of

Great Britain and Ireland through
Registrar Rodwaye of the North Am-

erican
¬

Cycle of the Order of the White
Rose Roxbury Mass has Issued a cir-
cular

¬

to the faithful asklng Who b
the best right as heir to the British
throne Robert or George Robert
la the son of Princess Mary Theiesa of-

Modena now the Prlncess Loulsa of
Bavaria who Is styled by thelegltlm-
Uts Mary IV of Scotland and III-
of England whose descent from the

male line ot the Stuarts Is undonlable
but whose ancestral claims to the
throne were set aside by Uie act of
succession that excluded Catholics
from the crown George Is the duka-
ot York so that It Is evident that the
legitimist Jacobite league admits
Queen Victoria and the prlnco ot
Wales

The averose man Imagines that It-

nl tlia fools wore dead Ills opinion
vould ooa become universal
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NEW RIVAL FACTORY LOADED SHOTGUN SHELLS

outshoot all other black powder shells becsuse they tre made
better and loaded by exact machinery with the standard brands of
powder shot and wadding Try them and you will be convinced
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fSE CUTICURA SOAP assisted by Cuticura Ointment
the great skin core for preserving purifying and beauti-

fying
¬

the skin of infants and children for rashes itching
and chafings for cleansing the scalp of crusts scales and dan-

druff
¬

and the stopping of falling hair for softening whitening
and soothing red rough and sore hands and for all the purposes

of the toilet bath and nursery Millions of Women use Cuticura
Soap the form baths for annoying irritations inflammations

and excoriations for too free or offensive perspiration in the form

of washes for ulcerative weaknesses and for many sanative
antiseptic purposes which readily suggest themselves to women
especially mothers No amount of persuasion can induce those

who have once used these great skin purifiers and beautifiers to
use any others especially for preserving and purifying the skin
scalp and hair of infants and children Cuticura Soap combines

delicate emollient properties derived from Cuticura the great skin
cure with the purest of cleansing ingredients and the most refresh-

ing
¬

of flower odours No other medicated soap is to be compared

with it for preserving purifying and beautifying the skin scalp

hair and hands No other foreign or domestic toilet soap how-

ever

¬

expensive is to be compared with it for All the purposes of
the toilet bath and nursery Thus it combines in ONE SOAP
at ONE PRICE the BEST skin and complexion soap the BEST
toilet and baby soap in the world
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